
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13 HHS PARENT MEETING 

HHS Cellphone Policy 

The new policy is that students must keep their phones in their backpacks from 8:15 a.m. till 
2:45 p.m., with the exception of  lunch. They cannot be used in study hall or in the hallways 
between classes. 

Overall, compliance is “pretty good,” Lou said. “I thought it would be rougher than it was.” 
The new policy has been welcomed by teachers, and perhaps surprisingly, by many students. 
He told parents not to text or call their child during the school day. If  parents must get in 
touch with their child, they should do so by calling the school office. 

Juuling/E-cigarettes 

Juuling is a national epidemic, and HHS is no exception. With the administration cracking 
down in the high school, some students are going to the middle school to use the bathrooms 
there for Juuling. When students are caught for the first time, they usually get a warning and 
a conversation about the risks. Repeat offenders are subject to in-school suspensions. The 
students' Juuls are taken away and disposed of. The company Juul, faced with expected 
government regulation, has just announced that it would stop retail sales of  most flavored e-
cigarettes, which are especially aimed at kids, and would stop social media marketing to teens. 
While it’s still early to know the full health risks of  e-cigarettes, users are exposed to 
cadmium, which has been linked to kidney cancer. 

Stephen Hill, a young man whose website is SpeakSobriety.com (speaksobriety.com), recently 
spoke to HHS students about his struggles with addiction to opioids. He was a very effective 
speaker, and the kids listened intently. 

Family University 

On October 23 HHS sponsored a series of  keynote speakers and workshops on subjects 
such as stress, substance abuse, time management, sexual violence and social media for both 
parents and students. The turnout was tremendous, with about 175 parents and roughly the 
same number of  students attending. “The feedback has been nothing but positive from both 
parents and students,” Lou said. An expanded Family University is planned for next fall, and 
there might be a smaller version in this spring. 

Challenge Success Update 

On October 30 most HHS students anonymously took a survey by Challenge Success, a 
Stanford-based organization that seeks to reduce the stress and anxiety students feel from 
the pressure to succeed. The survey results will be analyzed and the school will decide what 
steps to take. “We have kids melting down and falling apart daily,” Lou said. Lisa Litvin, a 
member of  the Board of  Education, cited statistics about student visits to the school nurse 
related to stress. Over a period of  25 school days, the nurse reported 74 mental-health-
related visits (anxiety, depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, cutting, suicide ideations), 
with many others for physical ailments that may have a mental component. 

Challenge Success is scheduled to make a presentation for the community, titled “A Well-
Balanced Student,” on January 16 at 7 p.m. Lou suggested that parents look at the white 
papers published on Challenge Success's website. challengesuccess.org 

National Honor Society Tutoring 



Student tutors were previously available to help fellow students on Thursday evenings, but 
few students would avail themselves of  the service. So the sessions were moved to Tuesdays 
from 3:30 to 4:30 in the library classroom. There is a better turnout, and some middle school 
students are coming for help as well. 

Bond Issue Meeting 

The Board of  Education is planning forums to provide information and get public input on 
a planned bond issue, tentatively set for February. The forums are tentatively scheduled for 
November 29 and December 10. Information about the bond issue, which may range from 
$8 million to $25 million, can be found under Board of  Ed on the district website. 
https://www.hohschools.org/domain/494 

Special Education Audit Update 

Dr. Laura Katzman, of  Urban Collaborative, who conducted an audit of  special education 
for the district in 2017, was recently at HHS and will return on December 3 to present her 
findings and discuss how the district is implementing the audit's recommendations. 

Chromebook Issues 

Students are not able to access their school email at home because of  a filtering issue. The 
school is working on a resolution. 

 

PTSA ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Spirit wear sales of  t-shirts, sweatpants, hoodies and more will be exclusively online 
through December 7 at https://squareup.com/store/hastings-ptsa. 

The PTSA is planning some weekend evening activities for high school students, such as 
movie showings, cooking competitions and game nights. Anyone with ideas or a desire to 
help with these activities should contact Sue Mermelstein at suemerm@gmail.com. 

The PTSA is seeking students interested in serving as student advisors to the PTSA. If  
your child is interested in applying, please contact Anne Cunningham at 
anne.hoh@outlook.com. 

The annual Used Book Fair will be held in early March. Books can be dropped off  at the 
Hillside lobby throughout the month of  February. 


